






RESOLUTION NO. 2O16-09

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LAKE STEVENS ESTABLISHING ITS
INTENT TO INSTITUTE A PREFERRED CONSULTANT PROGRAM FOR THE
PURPOSE OF EVALUATING Ai\[D DELINEATING CRITICAL AREAS AS
DEFINED BY CHAPTER T4.88 OF THE LAKE STEVENS MUNICIPAL CODE
(LSMC) DURTNG DEVELOPMENT REVTEW

WHEREAS, the State of Washington requires cities to develop policies and development regulations to
protect the functions and values of critical areas using the best available science per the Growth
Management Act (GMA) Chapter 36.70A RCW; and

WHEREAS, the City of Lake Stevens has adopted a GMA compliant critical areas ordinance, codified as
Chapter 14.88 LSMC; and

WHEREAS, LSMC 14.88.270 requires site/resource-specific reports, prepared by a qualified professional,
be prepared for land use or development permit applications proposed on properties containing or adjacent
to critical areas; and

WHEREAS, the City of Lake Stevens desires to further define "qualified professional" as it relates to
Chapter 14.88 LSMC.

WHEREAS, the City of Lake Stevens desires to streamline the critical areas review process by instituting
a preferred consultant program to review critical areas.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

That the City of Lake Stevens proposes to create an administrative procedure for reviewing land use or
development permit applications proposed on properties containing or adjacent to critical areas that
includes the following altematives:

A. Any development project that proposes to use a qualified professional to evaluate critical areas per
Chapter 14.88 LSMC included on the preferred consultant list will not be subject to peer review;

B. Any development project that proposes to use the city's on-call qualified professional to evaluate
critical areas per chapter 14.88 LSMC will not be subject to peer review; and

C. Any development project that does not use a preferred consultant or the city's on-call consultant
will be subject to peer review and any associated costs.

2. Henceforth, qualified professional shall mean a person with experience and training in the pertinent
scientific discipline, and who is a qualified scientific expert with expertise appropriate for the relevant
critical area subject in accordance with WAC 365-195-905(4). A qualified professional must have
obtained a B.S. or B.A. or equivalent degree in biology, engineering, environmental studies, fisheries,
geomorpholory, or related field, and two years of related work experience.

A. A qualified professional for streams, wetlands or other natural habitats must have a degree in
biology and professional experience related to the subject critical area.

B. A qualified professional for geologically hazardous areas must be a professional geotechnical
engineer or geologist, licensed by the state of Washington.
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3. Planning and Community Development will develop an administrative policy, as allowed by LSMC
14.04.120, to implement apreferred consultant program that includes a selection, evaluation and an
annual re-evaluation process.

PASSED by the City Council and APPROVED by the Mayor this 24th day of May, 2016

Spencer,

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

¡--rt(<*
Clerk Grant K. Weed, City
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