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A VISION FOR PARKS

The city of Laké&tevens will create diverse recreational opportunities for
all ages to enjoy parks, trails and activities and local events throughout the
community and with expanded access to Lake Stevens.

INTRODUCTION

Public parks, recreationalservices andfacilities and open spaces improve the quality of life
for community residents by providing areas for families and friendso socialize Parks and
open space<greate natural buffersbetween neighborhoods andcreate functional corridors
for humans andwildlife throughout the urban environment.

The Parks, Recreation and Open Space Elemasftthe Comprehensive PlafO0 AOE) 01 AT 6
establishes specific goals andpolicies that will help guide decisionmaking related to
acquisition, development and improvement of facilitiesand lands The Park Plancontains

an inventory of the city's current parks, recreation facilities and open spacesanalyzes the

city's ability to provide adequate parks,recreation services and open space sets service
standardsand guidelines and identifies implementation strategies

PLANNING CONTEXT

StatePlanning

The Park Plan conforms tolie Growth Management Act (GMA(Chapter 36.70A RCWand
considers the planning criteria developed by the Washington State Recreation and
Conservation OfficRCO)

The GMA includes several sectionglating to parks, recreation, and open spacg
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recreational opportunities, conserve fish and wildlife habitat, increase access to
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Capital improvements are included within the definition of "Public Facilities’
1 RCW 36.70A.030 (Mandatory Element). Cities may impose impact fees for the
provision of Public Facilities (including publicly owned parks, open space and
recreation facilities) (RCW 36.70A.008, RCW 82.02.050). Impact fees must be based
on demands on existing facilities by new development, and additional improvements
required to serve new development (RCW 82.02.090).

1 RCW 36.70A.070(8) requires park and recreation element, whichs consistent with
the capital facilities plan element as it relates to park and recreation facilities.
Furthermore, this sectionstates,(The element shall include: (a) Estimates of park and
recreation demand for at least a teryear period; (b) an evaluation of fadities and
service needs; and (c) an evaluation of intergovernmental coordination opportunities
to provide regional approaches for meeting park and recreationgh AT AT A8 O

1 RCW 36.70A.150 states jurisdictions shall identify lands useful for public purposes
and that includes recreation.

~

 RCW 36.70A.160 requires jurisdictios OT OEAAT OEAU 1 PAT OPAAA A
between urban growth areas.They shall include lands useful for recreation, wildlife
habitat, trails and connection of critical areas as diafed in RCW36.70A.03(8 6

Regional Planning

The regional perspective for parks and recreation emphasizes identifying availability of
lands and opportunities for parks andco-location of facilities, such as schools and parks
support of its growth strategy including links between open space and neighborhoods.

Countywide Planning

In its General Policy Plan, Snohomish County sets goals and policiesdountywide parks
and recreation facilities3 4EA AT O OUStEe intplerehtatidhiobstate it A
regional standards and gudiance. Some of the primary goals include providing access to
diverse, sustainable effective and efficient services, programs and facilitiegnaintaining a
level of service tied to growth preserving cultrual and historic resourcesand coordination
with other agencies.

Lake Stevens Planning

The Park Planncorporates the state, regimal and countywide perspectives andncludes the
planning elements (listed below) as recommended by the RC@hich ensures continued
eligibility for grant funds administered by that agency
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1 Inventory, 1 Capital Improvement Program
9 Public Involvement, (six-year plan for acquisition,
1 Demand & Need Analysis, development, renovation, &
1 Goals & Obijectives, restoration projects), and
1 Level of Service, 1 Plan Adoption.

FACILITY CLASSIFICATIONS, CHARACTERISTIRND INVENTORY

There are many reasons for governments t@rovide parks, open space, recreatioal
opportunities, cultural amenities and trails for their citizens. Parks offer innumerable
physical and psychological beefits by providing safe placedor the community to exercise,
recreate, meditate, and generallyescape daily pressures.The city of Lake Stevens has a
variety of parks ranging from small mini-parks serving a block or two to community parks
designed to provide recreational opportunities to thecity and beyond. In addition, special
use and school paks, open spaces, and trails expand the variety of recreation areas available
to the community. The inventory of parks, open spaces, and traiisicludes a mix ofcity and
county facilities. Table 5.1 provides arief description of the facilities, within or adjacent to
the city of Lake Stevensand describes te various park classificationsprovides descriptions
for each classification; and listgypical sizes amenitiesand community serviceareas.

Inventory of Facilities

The following section indudes an inventory of the parks, open space tracts, recreational
facilities, and cultural programs and facilities found within or near the city. The city has
approximately 171 acres of public parks, 10 acres devoted to special us&s;3 acres of mini
parks, 122 acres of open space and approximately seven miles of the Centennial trail
(adjacent to or within city limits) in addition to approximately five miles of park trails. The
numbers include city and county facilities (miniparks, neighborhood parks and community
parks), special use parks, trails and open space (undeveloped property and Native Growth
Protection Areas). In addition to the public facilities described, there are approximately 145
acres of private parks and open spaseand an additional three miles of private trails that
compl AT AT O OEA ABEGEUSEA ORI QATEAIT AUs& T AO6O AOOI AEAOD
these facilities created during the subdivision process for specific neighborhoods.

Community Parks

Community parks have the largest service area and attract citizens from across the
community. A large size and variety of amenities characterize community parks. These
parks provide a mix of informal, active, and passive recreation aas with permanent
facilities. Community Parks are generally at least 1@cres, but must be large enough to
provide room for multiple uses such as sports fields, a recreation center and growse
shelters alongside large open areas and playgrounds.

2015- 2035 Comprehensive Plan P-4 Page



/m}lﬂ;\E
LAKE STEVENS

Chapter 57 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Element

Table 5.% Park, Recreation & Operspace Classifications and Characteristic:

SluInlIVASEI{ N > 10 acres

O 10 a
MiniPark O 1 ac
School Parks Varies
Open Space Varies

Informal, formal, active, & passive recreation
acommunity avittix of feat@rgs playgrounds,

landscaping, picnic areas, trails, sports fields
parking, special features, permanent restroo

Informal, active, & passive recreation areas 1
residentialghborhoods thatmprdiis@reas with
mix of playgrounds, landscaping, picnicking,
small sports fields, parking, restrooms, etc.

Small public/private areas including playgrou
plazas, gnchic benches that serve the needs
immediate neighborhood or commercial distr

Playfields, playgrounds, sports & recreation 1
schools, distributedbthirti@ythat may substitt
other park types and com@lipémiehéeory

Any public or private park or facility providing
experience or specific recreation need and/o
purpose distributed throdghout the

Soft surface or paved trails, walking patingis|
useérails for walking, hiking, and bicycling dist
throughoutitiie

Low intensity and passive recreation areas s
Growth Protection Areas, greenbelts, or und
distributed throughityt the

TYPICAL AREH
TYPE TYPICAL S DESCRIPTION & TYPICAL AMEN SERVED

Within 2nles of
residential areas

Within 1 mile of
residential areas

Within 1/2 mile of
residential or
commercial areas

Varies

Varies

1 mudtise trail w/ir
mile of residentia
areas

Varies, based on
resource availabi

Community parks should provide easy vehicular and pedestrian access to park users from
the street network, sidewalks and bike lanes with dedicated parking areas. Community
parks may benefit from multijurisdictional cooperation for facility planning, devebpment

and maintenance.
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LAKE STEVENS
PARKS & RECREATION FACILITIES
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Figure 5.% Lake Stevens Parks & Recreation Facilities
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Cavalero Community Park z The park is s
located off 20" Street SE, in the &

The park has an existing dog park and
open space. This site is well poised to*™
house a multisport complex and other #

organized sporting areas

Eagle Ridge Park? City Council adopted the Eagle Ridge Park Master Plan in 2010. The
plan includes a capital cost estimate and a schedule to implement the Master Plan in three
phases over d0-15-year period. The master plan includes details for park development and
proposedamenities and recreational opportunities. The overall vision for the park is that of
Al O1I OOAT T O Al AOGOGOI 11868 xEOE Ai OE PAOOEOA AT A |
enhance the natural beauty of this park. Eagle Ridge currently houses thekeaStevens
Senior Center, soft trails, and opespaces Phase 1 has been completed, adding a community
garden parking and picnic areasThis park is notable for its eagle habitat. The master plan
for this park envisions picnic shelters; a amphitheater; interconnected trails and
educational features such as an interpretive center, outdoor classrooms and interpretive
signage. The plan promotes the use of Low Impact Development in design and construction.
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Lake Stevens CommunityAthletic
Park

LSC Park, east of theity limits, is a
43-acre Snohomish County park
This park provides the largest
athletic complex near Lake Stevens
with baseball/softball fields, soccer
fields and basketball courts. LSC
Park also includes a picnic stiter,
playground, walking path,
permanent restrooms and
landscaping.

Table 5.2 Community Park Inventory
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As shown in Table 5.2, Lake Stevens Community Park provides the widest varietyaxreational
and activeamenities. Howeverponce EagleRidge and Cavalero parkare completed, eactpark
will diversify the overall profile for community-level parks and corribute a unique set of
amenities.
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Figure 5.2z Community Park Distribution
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